
What will we do with the children on Monday? 

The River Club, Observatory, Cape Town 

‘Ensuring Affordable Quality  

In Early Childhood Education’: 

16th & 17th March 2017 

Early Childhood Development Conference 

The Conference is offered as a collaboration between PRAESA, UNICEF, The Froebel Trust,  
the Department of Higher Education & Training, and the Centre for Early Childhood Development. 

WHY? 

Government has joined NPOs in increasing its attention on the education of 0 - 4 year old children. We know that 

success in learning (literacy, numeracy, science and all other knowledge and skills), builds on the foundations laid 

for all children in these early years. The ECD sector is intensifying its work to offer appropriate curriculum delivery, 

irrespective of community background. Considerations about what decolonising education might mean in practice, 

are taking place across the education sector. Central to this is appreciating and experiencing  how  young children 

learn, and recognising which foundations give rise to high-quality early education in diverse settings. It is this which 

enables informed curriculum interpretation, and implementation which is culturally relevant, flexible and 

affordable. 

 
HOW? 

This conference will, through keynote talks and interactive workshops, offer a range of opportunities for 

participants to observe, experience, discuss, analyse and act to ensure the fundamentals of quality in an inclusive, 

principled and transformative curriculum approach in early childhood education.   

  

The conference will bring theory and practice together to reaffirm what quality in early childhood education means 

for all young children, making visible, simple but profound elements, drawing on commonly held principles, and 

making transformative links with the South African Education 0-4 framework and curriculum requirements of 

Grade R.    



AIM OF THE CONFERENCE 

The Conference is aimed at: 

 Policy implementers such as national and provincial departments of education, social development and health 

 Training institutions such as universities, TVETs, NPO's and private colleges   

 Teachers, ECD Programme Managers 

 Municipal ECD staff 

 Academics 

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

Enclosed with this announcement is a registration form.  To register please complete the registration form and 
return to Gaby Rademeyer on gaby.praesa@gmail.com by 24 February 2017.  
 

Delegates will be required to sign in on 16th March 2017 at The River Club, Observatory, Cape Town between 
09.00am - 10.00am. 
 

There is no cost to attend this conference.  However, if you register for this conference and find that you are 
unable to attend, please let us know as soon as possible so that your place can be given to someone else as 
there will be great pressure with places limited to 100 delegates.  

 

THE VENUE 

The River Club, Liesbeek Parkway,  Observatory in  Cape Town. 
 

There is plenty of parking at The River Club and parking is free. 

 

TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION 

Delegates are required to arrange and pay for their own travel and accommodation.  The preferred 
accommodation is The Protea Hotel, Mowbray, which is about 1km from the River Club. 
 

Email reservations1@phmowbray.co.za or call 021 442-5300 for more information.  
 

Should you require an airport shuttle, this can be arranged with the Hotel directly at an additional charge. 
 

Alternatively, click here for bed and breakfasts close to the River Club. 

 

LANGUAGE 

Presentations will be in English, however participants will be welcome to use other relevant languages in 
discussions. A full resource pack of notes will be provided to each registered delegate. 

 

 

https://www.safarinow.com/destinations/observatory/bed-and-breakfast.aspx


CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 

All sessions are committed to building on commonly held principles of ECE which meet the learning needs of all 
young children while finding different forms and styles of expression across diverse settings. Reference will be 
made to theoretical underpinnings and curriculum connections related to these principles in the workshops 
which will offer practical ways to fulfil the requirements and vision of the new South African National 
Curriculum Framework (NCF) for children from 0-4 and children in Grade R.  The intention will be to help 
illuminate how to ensure all young children receive a stimulating and holistic early education – emotionally, 
intellectually, linguistically and socially, without the use of cumbersome energy and time consuming check lists, 
tests or out-moded and overly formal teaching methods. 
 
Workshop 1 - Observations and schemas with Stella Louis and Mandisa Nakani 
Workshop 1 will give participants an introduction to the importance of observing children and the opportunity 
to use their ongoing observations to understand the value for learning and development of children's schematic 
play.  This will involve the repetition of particular actions, using observations to assess the needs of children and 
to provide appropriate developmental support. There will be opportunities to explore a range of schemas and 
share practical experiences of how to provide no or low-cost sustainable resources to support and extend 
children's schematic thinking. 
 
Workshop 2 - Nature with Georgie McCall and Peter Hadebe 
Workshop 2 will focus on the foundations of scientific and other knowledge and provide participants with 
practical hands on experience of how to use the natural outdoor environment to support young children’s 
explorations and learning. There will be opportunities to explore forms of life, knowledge and beauty and how 
to incorporate these into assessments of young children’s learning. 
 
Workshop 3 - Gifts and occupations - foundations for mathematics with Tina Bruce, Xoliswa Lucia Ndhove and 
Magdeline Selloane Mdladla 
Workshop 3 will explore how to introduce children to the foundations of mathematics in concrete ways which 
encourage the formation of crucial concepts using, for example, three dimensional wooden blocks, clay, or 
paper folding, two dimensional paper pricking and weaving, linking to the new NCF and Grade R. There will be 
opportunities to discuss practical ways to find resources, and effectively offer and implement these daily. 
 
Workshop 4 - Storytelling and early literacy with Sara Stanley and Nolubabalo Mbotshwa 
Workshop 4 will share a story and play focused approach to help ensure a personally satisfying and meaningful 
introduction to written language for all young children, from diverse language and socio-cultural backgrounds. 
Participants will explore the adult’s role as an interactive model for motivating purposeful talk, reading and 
writing and how to create and sustain a setting which encourages children to compose and communicate as 
imaginative story tellers, emergent readers and writers.  
 
Workshop 5 - Emergent writing with Carole Bloch 
Workshop 5 will involve bringing  relevant research and theoretical insights from early education, language 
development,  psychology, neuroscience and social anthropology  to bear on early writing development. We 
will explore how to offer the kind of appropriate practice for 0-4 year olds from diverse backgrounds  to give 
them the opportunities they need to become powerful readers and writers.    
 
Please note:  Participants will be allocated into groups and as such will have the opportunity to attend each 

workshop throughout the conference. 



EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

‘Ensuring Affordable Quality In Early Childhood Education’: 
What will we do with the children on Monday? 



 

 

 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

For information please contact Gaby Rademeyer on 0785630106, or email gaby.praesa@gmail.com 


