
Educating ourselves, 
educating our children 
- A 5-day curriculum 
 orientation 

We call upon advocates for Early Childhood Educational practice 

and research leaders to join us to explore how we can ensure 

high quality learning opportunities in the daily educational life of 

our youngest citizens. What words best describe successful, 

young learners: Joyful? Engaged? Thoughtful? Playful? Serious? 

Imaginative? Creative? Obedient? Contemplative? Reflective? 

Curious? Kind? Assertive? Resilient? Vocal? Attentive? Excited? 

What kind of training is needed? Let’s find out. 

WHERE AND WHEN?
UCT Upper Campus,
Cape Town
22-26 January 2018.

WHAT?  
Colleagues who are developing programmes to educate new 

teachers and caregivers: this is a chance to explore pedagogical 

fundamentals which enhance and transform training for work 

with babies, toddlers and young children.

This short course supports the TEECEP birth to four Programme 

development and research process. It reinforces and supports 

the 7 key ideas which shaped the NCF as well as the

three 3 underpinning themes to the NCF’s vision of: 

1. Young children as people

2. Young children’s learning and development

3. Young children’s connections with adults 

The 12 principles which guide the work across the levels of 

engagement in ECCE are in harmony with the 10 transglobal 

principles of ECE (Tina Bruce), which we take as the 

pedagogical underpinnings for this course.

The course expands and deepens the content of the PRAESA 

2-day Early Childhood Education conference (March 2017) which 

was extremely well attended and much enjoyed. 

WHO?
This is for you if you are among the following:

• University academics

• Trainers of trainers

• Teachers, programme managers, municipal ECD staff and, 

 lead ECD practitioners

• Policy implementers such as provincial departments

 of education, social development and health

• Training institutions, TVETS, NPO’s, RTO’s and private colleges

WHY? 
Academics and teacher trainers in every country are aware that 

making research findings and theory accessible in a clear and 

logical way is key to the successful implementation of national 

frameworks. The SA Government has joined NPO’s and Universities 

in increasing attention to the education of children from birth to 

four years old. We know that success in school learning builds on 

the foundations laid in these early years. The ECD sector is 

intensifying its work to contribute towards appropriate curriculum 

delivery across diverse settings. 

The work of educationalists at all levels benefits significantly from 

the chance to explore how babies and young children learn and 

what kind of teaching best supports this. We can breathe life into 

our Birth to Four curriculum by imagining and exploring learning 

situations and reflecting on the theories which inform desirable 

practice. This is a step towards the necessary paradigm shift in 

‘thinking and doing’ to transform early learning opportunities. 

HOW? 
Each day covers a different key aspect of curriculum for babies, 

toddlers and young children, illustrated by multimodal examples. 

The role of the family is emphasised throughout.

Day 1: Creative and mathematical thinking

Day 2: Language learning and multilingualism

Day 3: Understanding early learning through observation

Day 4: Storyplay 

Day 5: Nature and outdoor learning in rural and urban areas 

These sessions will deal with and complement the NCF Areas 1-6: 

• Early Learning and Development Area One: Well-being 

• Early Learning and Development Area Two: Identity and belonging 

• Early Learning and Development Area Three: Communication

• Early Learning and Development Area Four: Exploring mathematics

• Early Learning and Development Area Five: Creativity

• Early Learning and Development Area Six: Knowledge and

 understanding of the world 

Theory and related practical sessions will be reinforced with various 

materials and strategies.

Participants will be guided to create sample collections of materials 

and how to enhance settings appropriately for babies and young 

children.
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What should we do 
with the children
on Monday?

UCT Upper Campus, Cape Town
22-26 January 2018

Contact: Gaby Rademeyer on 0785630106 or gaby.praesa@gmail.com

http://www.praesa.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/ECDConferenceReport.pdf


